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HOUSE BI LL 1174

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Veloria, Lantz, Kenney and MMahan

Read first time 01/20/2003. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to trafficking; adding a new section to chapter
43.10 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The degrading institution of slavery
continues throughout the world. Trafficking in people is a nodern form
of slavery, and it is the |largest manifestation of slavery today. At
| east seven hundred thousand people annually, primarily wonen and
children, are trafficked within or across international borders.
Approxi mately fifty thousand wonen and children are trafficked into the
United States each year.

(2) Many people are trafficked into the international sex trade,

often by force, fraud, or coercion. The sex industry has rapidly
expanded over the past several decades. It 1involves sexua
exploitation of people, predomnantly wonen and girls, involving

activities related to prostitution, pornography, sex tourism and other
commerci al sexual services. The low status of wonen in many parts of
the world has contributed to a burgeoning of the trafficking industry.

(3) Trafficking in people is not limted to the sex industry. This
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growi ng transnational crine also includes forced |abor and involves
significant violations of |I|abor, public health, and human rights
st andards wor | dw de.

(4) Traffickers primarily target wonen and girls, who are
di sproportionately affected by poverty, the Ilack of access to
education, chronic wunenploynent, discrimnation, and the |ack of
econom ¢ opportunities in their countries of origin. Traffickers lure
wonen and girls into their networks through fal se prom ses of decent
wor king conditions at relatively good pay as nannies, maids, dancers,
factory workers, restaurant workers, sales clerks, or nodels.
Traffickers also buy children from poor famlies and sell them into
prostitution or into various types of forced or bonded | abor.

(5) Trafficking victins are often forced through physical violence
to engage in sex acts or perform slavery-like I|abor. Such force
i ncludes rape and other forms of sexual abuse, torture, starvation
i nprisonnment, threats, psychol ogical abuse, and coercion.

(6) To deter trafficking and bring its perpetrators to justice,
Washi ngton nust recogni ze that trafficking is a serious offense. This
is done by prescribing appropriate punishnent, giving priority to the
prosecution of trafficking offenses, devel oping expertise on issues of
trafficking, and protecting rather than punishing the victins of such
of f enses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The attorney general nust require assistant attorneys general,
especi ally those assistant attorneys general who have the departnent of
social and health services as a client agency, to study trafficking
i ssues so they can develop a better understanding and an expertise on
t hese i ssues. They must al so study appropriate punishnments, ways to
give priority to trafficking offenses, and ways to protect trafficking
victins.

--- END ---
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